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The Yué Bronze Ceremonial Adze

Late Shang (Yin] period Western Zhou period until Warring States period
(1300 - 1046 BCE) | 1045 = 770 BCE) (475 =221 BCE)
Late Shang Western 2hou = 1000 CE

ol Pinyin yue < Middle Chinese lifwo! < Old Chinese *wjat

(Baxter, Willam H, 1952. A Horndbook of Gid Chinese Flonolagy,
Berlin-New York: Mouton de Gruyter]



Mainland Dispersal of Yué Peoples
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Peoples with Legends of a Vasai Homeland
also known as Vosal

— descendants of migrants from a land
that they call Vasai or Sonasai

inchude kate migrants from an island that they
call Vasai, Sanasai or Sanayasai

> refer to Lidao [Green Island) as I-Tanasai

Probably: Tanasal < *Tanag+ *Vasal

with *Tanag “land’




Insular Dispersal of Yué Cognates
Proto-West-Malayo-Polynesian *wdsay >

Philippines; Yami wasay, tbayaten wosay, llokano wdsay,
Isneg watoy, Bontok wdsoy, Kankanay wdsoy, Iugaw wahay,
Kasiguran Dumagat wosdy, Aklanon wiisay, Hanundo wasay,
Cebuano-Bisaya [hujwasay, Maranao oasai,
Waest-Bukidnon Manobo wasey, Tholi asay ‘adze, axe’;

Sangir-Talaud & Sulawesi: Bare'e waose, Suwawa wuati,
Balanipa uhase, Buginese uwase, Mandar wase "adze, axe’;
Sangir twase, Ratahan vosey, Ponosakan oase,
Bola"ang-Mongondou votoy, Tondano ugsey, Tonsea uasey,
Tontamboan vosey, Tonsawang oasey ‘iron’;

Bormeo/Kalimantan: Maloh wase, Kelabit uoy "adze, axe’;
Sampit vasi ‘iron’;,



Overland Route of Yué Transmission

INDIA ‘HUDCHF.'M

Zhing Qidn (3W) traveled the route co. 122 BCE,
almost 1000 years after vasi “adze’ in Sanskrit.

At Daxia (A M) — i.e. Bactria — he reports
regular trade with Shéndu (B#) — i.e. Sindhu.

The route proceeded from Dian (i), where
archaeclogical remains of yue adzes were found,

S0 nat a Chinese but a Yue word for "adre” was
transmitted to India.




Yué-Cognate Dispersal via India

Sanskrit wasi, Pali vasi, Prakrit vasi, Bengali basi, Odia basi ‘adze’ »—

In the 10* Mandala of the Rigveda:
Agnt dend pdsTmantam 'To the adze-armed god Agni”

Tamil wacecl, wayeod, watel: Malayam vdecl: Kota vac: !
Kannaga baci; Tulu baci, baji ‘adze”.

J:-nr_r'.l'lada-.r basi, Aceh basi, Toba-Batak basi, Karo-Batak basi, Rejang basay,
Krui-Lampung basi, Sundanese buwsi?, Javanese wasi, Madurese basselh),
Balinese basi, Sasak basi, Iban basi, Melanau basi, Bintulu basi,

Mamuiju basi, Ngaju wasi, Malagasy v/, Buli basi, Buginese bassi,
Makassarese bassi, Tae' bossi, Mandar bossi, Selayar bassi,
Belu-Tetun bisi, Termanu-Rotinese basi, Bima fiasi, Kambera bahi,
Komodo basi, Manggarai beci ‘iron’.

Proto-Aceh-Chamic *basey > Aceh bwsaa, Rade mass, larai pasai,
Chru pasai, Morth Roglai pisai, Haroi pasdi, West Cham pasay,
Phanrang-Cham pithgy = pathgy, Classical Cham basé&l iron’



Irontwood in Oceania

English r'ramraud, Dutch r'jzir-ﬁaur

H

Vernacular Malay kayu basi
{r‘lDI‘I-‘H‘Er’r‘IEEIﬂE:j pohon merbau)

Fiji vesi 'Pacific teak {Intsia bijuga)

Rotuman fesi, Tonga fehi,
East Futuna wesi,
East Uvea fehi, Tikopia fesi




Overview of the Yué-Cognate Dispersal

* Thank you *
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